
Welcome to English III AP at Judson High School
  

Mr. Pagan
P235

lpagan@judsonisd.org
Judson High School Phone # 210-945-1100

You will be required to read and write each day!
This is part of your job---no complaining

allowed!!You will be completing much of the
course work on your time!

Tutoring Information: I will be available for tutoring every morning for virtual tutoring via
Zoom from 8:00 am to 8:30 am. All students are welcome to tutoring.

Zoom Rules/Etiquette:
1. You will need to be on Zoom during the required times daily. See Canvas for daily

schedule and times. You will need to have video enabled on your electronic device.
2. Please mute yourself until you are asked to unmute. Dress appropriately. Be aware of

your background.
3. Be ready to participate after the lesson and FCR.

Classroom Rules:
1. Be in your seat with your composition book/Chromebook and all needed materials when the

bell rings.
2. Respect others! NO rudeness will be tolerated in class.
3. Be prepared for class EACH day!

Everyday supplies:
It is encouraged that every person have a composition book (research indicates that students
learn better when seeing, hearing, and WRITING simultaneously) and their Chromebook. Even
when we return to the classroom, the Chromebook will still be our first needed material every
day!  If we are reading a novel, you MUST bring the novel to class, either in an electronic form
or a hard copy for you to use. Do not share hard copies of ANYTHING though. No sharing of
supplies will be allowed.
JISD Grading Policy: AP Language and Composition
60% = Daily Grades (classwork, quizzes, and Free Choice Reading—FCR) 3+ per week
40% = Major Grades (process papers, essays, tests, projects, presentations) 3+ per nine weeks



Reading Check Tests, Timed Writings, Vocabulary Tests, and Projects
may NOT be retaken if failed.There is NO extra credit offered in this
class, ever!

Late work (daily work and some projects only) will only be accepted for two or three days
following the due date with substantial points deducted for lateness. Turn in work ON
TIME! This is a college level course, after all, and late work really shouldn’t be tolerated.

Attendance Policy / Tardy Policy:
Judson High School tardy policy is enforced.

Food and Drink:
Judson High School Food and Drink policy will be followed.

AP Class and Test Information:

This AP course is a TEST PREPARATION CLASS ! If you are enrolled in this class, the
expectation is that you WILL take the AP Test on May 12, 2021. You will be registering online
for the AP test in class in the next week. Money ($10-$25 per test) will be due in early October. 
If you are not planning on taking the test, you need to schedule a meeting with your
counselor and make a schedule change into a regular English III class. Pick up schedule
change forms from your counselor.

The AP English Language and Composition test consists of 60 minutes for 45 multiple choice
questions, a 15-minute reading period to read the sources for the synthesis essay and plan a
response, and 120 minutes for 3 essay questions. Performance on the essay section of the test
counts for 55 percent of the total grade; performance on the multiple-choice section, 45 percent.
*These percentages are an estimate as there have yet to be any official administrations of this test
to date.*  **This is subject to change based on the effects of Covid-19.**

Overall Information:
You will read a variety of fiction and non-fiction this year in the virtual or physical class room
and on your own time. Timed Writings will be a large focus, as well as, vocabulary. All of your
writing will be graded based on the AP Writing Rubrics. A Rubric Scale for the first and second
semester is as follows:

First semester only:

1 = 55-59
2 = 60-64
3 = 65-74
4 = 75-79

5 = 80-84
6 = 85-95
Beginning the second semester and
throughout the rest of the year, the
Rubric Scale will be as follows:
1 = 45-50
2 = 51-65



3 = 66-75
4 = 76-80
5 = 81-90

6 = 91-100

We will use myap.collegeboard.org daily (beginning in September) to prepare for the AP
test in May. You will also need to go to www.collegeboard.com to research test

requirements and the writing rubrics. We will discuss these items in class as well.

Book Requirements for the Year:
You may borrow or purchase these books in electronic or hardcopy form.

Summer Reading Choose 1:
Your choice of nonfiction from provided list

1stUnit everyone reads: This is available for free from the online textbook!!!
The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn By Mark Twain
2nd Unit:
Choice of 1 of the following:

Blink by Malcolm Gladwell
Among the Thugs by Bill Buford
Nudge by Richard Thaler
& Cass Sunstein
Age of American Unreason by Susan Jacoby

**If you are interested in another nonfiction book that you saw on the summer nonfiction
reading list and would like to work with that book instead of the above, please contact me.**

Choice 3rd Unit:
The Handmaid’s Tale
By Margaret Atwood
Brave New World
By Aldous Huxley
Never Let Me Go
By Kazuo Ishiguro
Children of Men
By P.D. James
A Clockwork Orange
By Anthony Burgess

http://www.collegeboard.com/


4th Unit everyone reads: This is available for free from the online textbook!!!
The Great Gatsby By F. Scott Fitzgerald
5th Unit everyone reads:
The Things They Carried By Tim O’Brien
6th Unit everyone reads:
The Devil in the White City By Erik Larson

The AP Student:
Emphasis here is placed on the caliber of student who will succeed in AP English III:

● The student is willing to sacrifice social, extracurricular, and/or employment for the sake of
learning when necessary.

● Cheerfully and eagerly accept any and all course work as assigned by the teacher,
● Learn independently, as well as through teacher instruction. Students may be required to

spend additional time in class and outside of class on the task assigned, observing without
fail all deadlines assigned.

● Need no instruction from the teacher concerning paying attention, wasting time, or disturbing
the class.

● The student will finish all work within the time limit given,
● Refuse to miss class or to be late to class except in the rarest of emergencies, and, in such an

event, to accept responsibility for getting “caught up,”
● Understand that success in an AP course requires critical thinking and independent study

skill, creating a level of difficulty far greater than that of other courses and that an AP student
is concerned primarily with learning, not simply making “good” grades.

About the AP English Language and
Composition Course:
The AP English Language and Composition course focuses on the development and revision of
evidence-based analytic and argumentative writing, the rhetorical analysis of nonfiction texts,
and the decisions writers make as they compose and revise. Students evaluate, synthesize, and
cite research to support their arguments. Additionally, they read and analyze rhetorical elements
and their effects in nonfiction texts—including images as forms of text— from a range of
disciplines and historical periods.

 



College Course Equivalent:

 The AP English Language and Composition course aligns to an introductory college-level
rhetoric and writing curriculum.

 

Prerequisites:

 There are no prerequisite courses for AP English Language and Composition. Students should
be able to read and comprehend college-level texts and write grammatically correct, complete
sentences.

Course Expectations / Big Ideas and Enduring
Understandings:
 

 The big ideas serve as the foundation of the AP English Language and Composition course and
enable students to create meaningful connections among course concepts. They are threads that
run throughout the course, and revisiting them and applying them in a variety of contexts helps
students to develop deeper conceptual understanding. Below are the big ideas of the course,
along with the enduring understanding associated with each one: 

RHETORICAL SITUATION / Enduring Understanding: Individuals write within a particular
situation and make strategic writing choices based on that situation.

CLAIMS AND EVIDENCE / Enduring Understanding: Writers make claims about subjects, rely
on evidence that supports the reasoning that justifies the claim, and often acknowledge or
respond to other, possibly opposing, arguments.

REASONING AND ORGANIZATION / Enduring Understanding: Writers guide understanding
of a text’s lines of reasoning and claims through that text’s organization and integration of
evidence.

STYLE / Enduring Understanding: The rhetorical situation informs the strategic stylistic choices
that writers make.

 

-All “About the Course” and “Course Expectations” material above is curtesy of CollegeBoard.

Plagiarism/ Academic Dishonesty: Plagiarism is claiming another person’s work and
presenting it as your own. This includes copying answers on homework assignments, copying
from websites without proper citations, buying or copying internet papers, directly copying



sources from the web, allowing friends to write your paper, copying directly from texts without
proper citations, etc. Plagiarism is considered cheating and stealing. Neither will be tolerated in
this class. If a student is caught participating in academic dishonesty, he/she will be referred to
the administration. The student code of conduct will be enforced at all times.


